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Fund NSF, the STEM workforce, and U.S. Competitiveness

Dear [Representative/Senator] [Last Name],
As a [constituent/researcher/job title] and member of the Association for Women in Science, I’m writing from [City, State] to urge you to take immediate action to protect NSF funding — and with it, the future of the STEM workforce, medical breakthroughs, technological innovation, our national prosperity and national security.
Since its founding in 1950, NSF funding has supported 261 Nobel Prize winners. In an average year, NSF supports over 350,000 researchers, entrepreneurs, students, and teachers and 1,900 colleges, universities, and other institutions. The NSF directs 93% of funding to critical science research, teacher training, and STEM education at PreK-12, undergraduate, and graduate levels. Only 5% supports agency operations like staff and IT. Volunteers help peer-review research proposals to keep costs down (in fiscal year 2022 alone, unpaid volunteers wrote more than 169,000 reviews). 
In our state, NSF has:
· Invested XXXX in fundamental research
· Invested XXXX in STEM education
· Invested XXXX in state businesses
[Find your state fact sheet on the NSF website and customize the numbers above]
In my role as [Your Title/Position], I’ve seen the impact of NSF-supported research firsthand. [Insert 2–3 sentences: Share how your research, institution, or training have benefited from NSF funding.]
Without urgent action, we will lose critical talent to other countries or professions, stifle innovative research, and lose our leadership position on the world stage.
I urge you to ensure robust, sustained NSF funding in the FY26 budget and beyond.
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to the STEM community and America.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Credentials/Title/Institution]
[City, State]
[Email – optional]
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