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Protect patients by funding NIH, the STEM workforce, and medical innovation

Dear [Representative/Senator] [Last Name],
As a [physician/researcher] and member of the Association for Women in Science, I’m writing from [City, State] to urge you to take immediate action to protect NIH funding — and with it, the future of patient care, medical innovation, and the development of the healthcare workforce.
In our state, NIH funding has:
· Funded XXXX in awards
· Supported XXXX jobs
· Supported XXXX in economic activity
[Visit https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/nih-in-your-state/ and customize the numbers above]
On a national level, every dollar invested in NIH-funded research yields $2.56 in new economic activity. NIH grants supported 407,782 jobs nationwide in FY2024 and fueled the U.S. economy.
In my role as [Your Title/Position], I’ve seen the impact of NIH-supported research firsthand. [Insert 2–3 sentences: Share how your patients, research, institution, or training have benefited from NIH funding.]
Without urgent action, we will jeopardize the lives of patients in clinical trials, lose critical talent to other countries or professions, stifle innovative research, and lose our leadership position on the world stage. 
I urge you to ensure robust, sustained NIH funding in the FY26 budget and beyond.
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to public health.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Credentials/Title/Institution]
[City, State]
[Email – optional]
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